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Book:FirstFlight

POEM:ATIGERINTHEZOO

ATIGERINTHEZOO

 Toenablethestudentstounderstandtheimportanceoffreedom.

 Toenablethestudentstounderstand thedangersofdeforestation andblessingsof
forestation.

 Toenablethestudentstounderstandthatallanimalswillbehappyonlyintheirnatural
habitat.

 Toenablethestudentstounderstandtheresponsibilityofpresentgenerationinpreservingthe
environmentandearth.



 Toenablethestudentstolearntorecitepoemwithproperintonationandrhythm.

newwords
Strips : longnarrowbands
Thetigerhasblack strips onhisbody ontheyellow
background.
Lurking : lyinghiddeninordertoattack
Thecatis lurking inthegrasstoattacktherabbit
Sliding : movingveryslowly
Thejackalis sliding throughthegrassinsearchof
food.
Plump : fat
Plump bodyofthedeer attractsthetigerveryeasily.
Fangs : longsharpteeth
Thetigerhashisterrifying fangs.
Tiger's fangs are sharpandbig.        

keypoints

 Thispoemcontrastsatigerwhenitisinitsnaturalhabitatandwhenitisimprisonedinazoo.

 Onastarrynight,thepoetseesatigerinazoo.

 Thetigermovesslowlyupanddowninhiscage

 The tigerisfullofragebutisquietinhishelplessness.

 Thepoetismovedtopityforthetiger

 Thepoetsaysthatthetigershouldhavebeeninthejungle..

 Butsadlythe tigerislockedbehindbarsinaconcretecell



 Thetigerdoesnottakeanynoticeofthevisitors

 Thetigerisnolongerfreetomoveinhisnaturalhabitat​

Explanationofstanza1
Thetigermovesupanddownofhiscage.Thestripesonhisbodyareofstrongbrightcolour.Thetigermoves
quietlyonhisvelvetpads.Heisfullofragebutisquiet.(becauseheknowsthatheishelplesshere.)
Explanationofstanza2
Lookingattheimprisonedtiger,thepoet isfilledwithpity.Hesaysthatthepoortigershouldhavebeeninhis
naturalhabitat.Thenatthispointofthenight,hewouldhavebeenlyingintheshadowsoftreesandsliding
quietlythroughthelonggrass.There,nearthewaterhole,hewouldbewaitingforsomefatdeertopassthat
way.Thushewouldbelyingthereinexpectation ofaheavyfeast.
Explanationofstanza3
Herethepoetimagineswhatthetigerwould be doingincasehefailedtofindanypreyinhisnaturalhabitat.
Hesaysthatthe tigerwouldbegrowlingattheedgeofjunglenearsomevillage.Hewouldbeshowinghiswhite
fangs andclawswhile movinghereand there.Hewould thusbecomeacauseofterror forthevillagers.The
poetessheregives a hint that if we destroythe naturalhabitat of tigers,they will be forcedtoturntoour
townsand villagestofindtheir food.
Explanationofstanza4
Thepoetseesthetigerloggedinaconcretecellinthezoo.Inspiteofallhisstrength,henowliesimprisoned
behindthebars.Veryslowlyandsilently,hemovesupanddownalongthelengthofthecage.Hetakesnonote
ofthevisitorswhocometothezootohavealookathim.
Explanationofstanza5
Thetigerknowsnorestduringthedaybecauseofthevisitors.Evenatnightheremainsdisturbedduetothe
noiseofthepatrollingcars.Hekeepsstaringatthebrilliantstarswithhisbrillianteyes.Perhapsheisasking
heavenwhyhehasbeenimprisonedthere.
 

summary
Thispoemcontrastsatigerwhenitisinitsnaturalhabitatandwhenitisimprisonedinazoo.Onastarrynight,
thepoetseesatigerinazoo.Thetigermovesslowlyupanddowninhiscage.Heisfullofragebutisquietin
hishelplessness.Thepoetismovedtopityforthetiger.Hesaysthatthetigershouldhavebeeninthejungle.



Heshouldhavebeenmovingquietlyintheshadowsnearsomewaterhole,andwaitingforaplumpdeertopass
thatway.Butsadlyheislockedbehindbarsinaconcretecell.Hedoesnottakeanynoticeofthevisitorsandis
lookingatthebrilliantstarswithhisbrillianteyes.Nowhehastobecontentwithmerelylookingatthestars.He
isnolongerfreetomoveinhisnaturalhabitatandlookatthebrilliantstarsfromthere.
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